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Hail Eternal by Whose aid,
All created things were made,

Heav’n and earth Thy vast design,
Hear us, Architect divine.

May our work, begun in Thee,
Ever bless’d with order be,

And may we, when labours cease,
Part in harmony and peace.

By Thy Glorious Majesty,
By the trust we place in Thee,
By the badge and mystic sign,

Hear us, Architect divine.

                                                                 So mote is be.  

OPENING ODE



I

This presentation is not intended to be a comprehensive history of 
Vrede Lodge. 

It is rather the narrative of the early Masonic activity in the town at 
Vrede which is situated in the Free State. 

Then follows the rescue, relocation to Johannesburg and rejuvenation  
of the Lodge. 

This success story is a remarkable event highlighting the loyalty, 
determination and perseverance of a group of Freemasons. 

The comprehensive history of the Lodge will appropriately be  prepared 
and presented at the Centenary celebrations of the Lodge which will 
take place in the not too distant future.
              

WBro Professor A.N. Brown. PAGDC



II

The colonisation of the southern part of the African 
Continent took place in 1652 when Jan van Riebeek 
was sent by the OVC (Dutch East India company) 

to establish a refreshment station at Cape Town. 

The purpose was to supply Dutch trading vessels with fresh 
meat, produce and water on their voyages to and from 
the Far East. The first Masonic activity in the Cape took 
place when Abraham van der Weidje, a ship’s captain 
with masonic authority established the Lodge De Goede 
Hoop under the Netherlandic Constitution in 1772. That 
Lodge, which is still in existence today, has functioned 
uninterrupted for 250 years.

In 1881 Great Britain was at war with Napoleon and his allies, 
which included the Dutch, and in 1795 Britain annexed 
the Cape of Good Hope colony. The reason for this action 
was that they were fearful that the French would occupy 
the Cape and compromise the security of the sea route 
of the English East India Company ships on their way to 
the Far East. Life continued without much incident for the 
next century at the Cape. During that time English lodges, 
using travelling warrants by voyagers to Cape Town met 
regularly.

The first Lodge under the English Constitution, the British 
Lodge No. 334 was consecrated in 1812, some 40 years 
after Lodge De Goode Hoop. Also, during that time, 
Dutch farmers had migrated northwards, establishing the 
Cape Winelands and also migrated to the Eastern Cape, 
settling at East London and the Kei river where there was 
confrontation with the indigenous Xosa people. 
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But then the trouble started in the Cape Colony. Large 
groups of Dutch farmers had enough of the constricting 
British rule and set off on the Great Trek in 1835 into the 
northern hinterland. 

There they established two independent republics, the 
Orange Free State and the South African Republic (aka the 
Transvaal Republic) where they could govern themselves. 

Then in 1867 a diamond was discovered at Hopetown in 
the Orange Free State which led to a rush by hordes of 
fortune seekers and resulted in the discovery of the rich 
diamond deposits at Kimberley. 

The development on the diamond mines was propagated 
by a group of tycoons led by Cecil John Rhodes, Barney 
Barnarto and others. 

Curiously the boundaries of the provinces were adjusted 
so that the diamond fields, originally located in the Orange 
Free State were now relocated in the Cape colony and 
were annexed by them. Fortune seekers had been busy 
looking for gold in the northern parts of the country and 
had found limited success in the gold deposits at Pilgrims’ 
Rest and at Barberton. But then there was more trouble.

In 1886 the rich Witwatersrand gold reefs were discovered 
and a booming industry mushroomed on the Rand, from 
Randfontein in the West to Springs in the East.

Funding of the gold mining enterprises was obtained from 
the handsome profits derived from the diamond fortunes 
made at Kimberley.
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The fortune seekers on the Rand were known as “die 
Uitlanders” and the inevitable standoff took place between 
them and the Transvaal Republic Government under the 
presidency of Paul Kruger. This in due course led directly to 
the Anglo Boer War (a.k.a. The South African War). 

Interestingly, RWBro George Richards, the District Grand 
Master of the Transvaal was directly implicated as one 
of the four main plotters in the Jamieson Raid and, with 
59 members of the Reform Committee, in the action to 
overthrow the Transvaal Government. All of them were 
arrested, put on trial, and found guilty. 

The four main plotters were sentenced to death, but the 
sentence was quickly rescinded and later was replaced by 
a huge fine of £25,000. Members of the Reform Committee 
received lighter sentences, fines of £2,000 which included 
punitive conditions. 

As the country developed, so did the road and rail network. 
As Johannesburg developed a main road was connected 
to Durban. The route passed through Heidelberg, 
Standerton, Volksrust, Ladysmith, etc. 
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The town of Vrede was away from this route and 
located 50 km south of Standerton. The rail link from 
Johannesburg to Durban followed the same route. 

There was a dead-end rail link from Standerton to Vrede 
to enable agricultural produce and freight to be moved 
by rail.

The hamlet of Vrede was a prosperous agricultural hub in 
the Orange Free State where matze, wheat, mutton, wool, 
beef, dairy products, and poultry were farmed. The farmers 
were mostly of Afrikaans origins. The town was proclaimed 
in 1879 whereas the gold discovered in Johannesburg 
took place in 1886, some seven years later.

This was well before the outbreak of the Anglo Boer War 
in 1895. 

The town’s name Vrede (peace) was not connected to 
the war. It resulted from a compromise settlement reached 
between early residents following a bitter feud as to where 
the town should be located. 

The Vrede Lodge was consecrated under the banner of the 
Netherlandic Constitution (Grand East of the Netherlands) 
(G.E.N.) around 1892 and was directly influenced by the 
spread northwards from the Cape Colony. 

The first and second Anglo Boer Wars lasted from 1895 to 
1902 and Vrede Lodge went into recess during that time.
The Lodge meetings resumed in 1905. 

The Lodge had never been particularly strong in numbers 
but then after the recent recess experience great difficulty 
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in reviving its activities. After struggling along for some 
years without success it was finally decided in 1914 at the 
commencement of WW1 to surrender the Lodge warrant. 

It is not difficult to understand the situation that faced the 
members. 

There were G.E.N. Lodges in the Orange free State at 
Bloemfontein (1855), at Pretoria (1864) and at other 
places in the country, but they were few and far between. 
Communication between brethren of the lodges probably 
didn’t take place.

“Boet” Moll was a well-known ardent and enthusiastic 
English Freemason who played a leading role in the 
resuscitation of Freemasonry in the town of Vrede. 

The Vrede Lodge in its new form was consecrated under 
the English Constitution on 8 October 1926. Curiously, 
the members chose to be affiliated to the District Grand 
Lodge of Natal, rather than the District Grand Lodge of 
the Transvaal which was much nearer and had already 
been established in 1895.

The resuscitated Vrede Lodge was never very strong in 
numbers, but the members were keen, enthusiastic, and 
strongly supported social events. 
By this time an English Constitution Lodge had been 
established at Standerton, and a close relationship had 
developed between the members of the lodges. 

The brethren who were members of Vrede Lodge were 
mostly businessmen and relatively well-off. 
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V rede Lodge continued to enjoy their Masonic 
activities, practising the principles of Freemasonry 
for almost 40 years. The Lodge had in that time 

accumulated the funds and built its own Masonic Hall. 
But it was then that the Lodge began to struggle, and 
membership dwindled to the point where it reached 4 to 
5 members. 

However, the Lodge with its five dedicated members kept 
going with the support of brethren from the Standerton 
Lodge, some of whom had by then become joining 
members of the Vrede Lodge. It seems that the primary 
reason for the demise was religious sabotage that was 
purposely inflicted on the Lodge and the members had 
no means of counteracting it. By 1969 the stage had 
been reached when there seemed to be little purpose in 
continuing.

It is pertinent to note that after the end of WW2, interest 
in Freemasonry had experienced a huge revival. In 
the decade of the 60s at various countries in the world 
Freemasonry was at its zenith with an estimated total of 
seven million Freemasons, 75% of whom were resident 
in the USA. This also coincided with the establishment 
of the Grand Lodge of South Africa where most of the 
Netherlandic lodges converted to the new movement. 

So, it was rather strange that the Vrede Lodge had 
experienced membership difficulties at this time. But also, 
it was at this time that the miracle happened, and Vrede 
Lodge was rescued.
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The outcrop of the gold reefs lies just to the south of the 
city of Johannesburg and the reefs dip in a southerly 
direction. The gold mining companies in the near vicinity 
of Johannesburg, from West to East, were Crown Mines, 
Robinson Deep, Village Main and City Deep. The suburbs 
of Fordsburg, Booysens, Turfontein, Rosettenville, Regents 
Park and Jeppestown were where the people who worked 
on the mines lived.

The establishment of the many Masonic Lodges in 
Johannesburg were not evenly distributed, and there were 
very few lodges located in the Southern Suburbs. But there 
was something special and something different about the 
people who lived in the “South”. 

In 1955 WBro Ronnie Sanderman, who lived in Rosettenville 
and worked on the Crown Mines, became the Charter 
Master of Southern Cross Lodge No 7226 EC. 

Ronnie was also an ex-serviceman, a member of the Crown 
and Anchor Shell hole, Suburbs Sports Club and a Past 
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Master of Fordsburg Lodge No 2718. The Southern Cross 
Lodge chose to meet at the Rosettenville Community Hall 
which proved to be a suitable venue. In a short while, the 
Lodge attracted many fine members and developed into 
a strong Lodge. 

A curious incident occurred when a well- known brother, 
“Bugsy Goldberg” was installed as Master of the Lodge 
with the attendance at the meeting exceeding 400 
brethren! Around 1967, Ronnie Sandeman was appointed 
District Grand Director of Ceremonies and some of his 
Lodge members were active district officers.

Their attendance at the Installation ceremonies of country 
lodges, to which they travelled together by car, took them 
to Standerton and to Vrede where they became aware 
of the plight of Vrede Lodge. It was through them that 
the scheme was hatched to rescue Vrede Lodge and 
relocate to Johannesburg. 

At that time Johannesburg was expanding to the south 
with new suburbs like Mondeor, Mulbarton, Kibler Park, 
Glenvista mooted. One of them was “Rust-en-Vrede” 
which served as stimulation for the move. The brethren 
of Southern Cross Lodge, under the leadership of Ronnie 
Sandeman, lodged an application with the District Grand 
Lodge, which had recently installed RWBro Lesley Hinnett 
as District Grand Master. 

Once approved, the rescue of Vrede Lodge proceeded 
without further delay. Members of Southern Cross lodge 
became joining members of Vrede Lodge. One of them 
was elected as the Master. Vic King was the brother-in-
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law of Ronnie Sanderman and he also followed in his 
footsteps as the District Grand Director of Ceremonies. The 
Rosettenville Community Hall was selected as the venue 
for meetings and, since Southern Cross Lodge also met 
there, all the requirements of furniture and regalia were 
available. 

There was no difficulty in finding candidates and Vrede 
Lodge was off to a flying start in the new location. The 
project was a team effort and while the list of Southern 
Cross brethren that were involved was finite, the list 
seemed to be endless. There are too many brethren to 
be mentioned, but the leading personalities were Ronnie 
Sandeman, Vic King, George Droste, Vic Davidson, Lew 
Orkin, Percy Rashly and others. Worshipful Brother Flippy 
Engelbrecht of Standerton and of Vrede Lodges was the 
prime mover.

In the meantime, the situation had developed in the 
south of Johannesburg where a number of lodges were 
homeless. 

This came about when, due to urban decay, certain 
Masonic Centres had been sold because they were no 
longer suitably located for meetings. Ten lodges, five of 
the English and five of the Scottish Constitutions combined 
efforts in a new project. 

A Dutch Reformed Church, located in Glensands Avenue, 
Rewlatch was purchased and was converted into a 
Masonic centre. 
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The project was handled by WBro Stan Patterson of Alpha 
Crucis Lodge, who was the owner of Omega Construction. 
The foundation stone was proved in August 1974 and a 
splendid new home had been established for Freemasons 
in the South of Johannesburg. 

Vrede Lodge had become a part owner in the new 
premises. The Scottish contingent were flush with cash 
from the sale of two Masonic Centres. The English lodges 
were not so fortunate. The District Grand Lodge of the 
Transvaal provided a hefty loan which was progressively 
repaid. This was an exciting time because the English 
lodges regularly held fundraising activities (big walks, film 
evenings, dances, etc. to repay their loans. This served to 
draw the English lodges ( Ionic, Southern Cross, Fordsburg 
and Vrede) closer together. All of the lodges blossomed 
and were very contented in their new home. 

In due course the Temple at Vrede was sold and the 
funds were used to liquidate the Vrede loan. A period of 
prosperity followed for all lodges at the Rewlatch Centre.
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Vrede Lodge - The Resurrection 
(2014 onwards to our 1000th meeting in 2022)

Our story has continued in the District Grand Lodge 
of South Africa North since 2014. The numbers for 
Freemasonry in our District have declined but the 

fires still run warm and a bright future is on the cards. 

During a particularly hospitable event an idea was 
put forward that our District would benefit from the re-
introduction of special interest lodges moving on from the 
re-purposing of President Lodge as a Universities Scheme 
lodge in Johannesburg for younger University students 
there was a move afoot. 

Afterall there are lodges for Pharmacists (Alchemy Lodge), 
Civil Servants (Civil Service), and Pilots (Aviation Lodge) so 
why not for ex and serving policemen?. 

Two active South African Police reservists proposed a Lodge 
for ex SAPS / SAPF members. The recruitment began – firstly 
to find a Lodge and then to populate it with Brethren.

WBro Chris Adams (RCST) and Bro Colin Morris (RCAPT) 
both members of the FCS or Child Protection unit teamed 
up to promote the commencement of a Police Special 
interest lodge.

Vrede Lodge had been through the wars with a number 
of brethren passing to the Grand Lodge above and was 
in eminent danger of folding – What a match – Vrede or 
Peace Lodge as translated and a bunch of ex cops – We 
were good to go. 
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Rapidly, the recruitment spread faster than a number two 
at a police barber.  WBro’s Lance Epstein and Tommy Korff 
started to pack together to build an admirable front row.

Let’s not forget that the Lodge had a cohort of existing 
brethren and we joined to support them Darryl Gallen, 
Clinton Dennis, Bill King, Peter Meyer, The Schoerie father 
and son (Sean and Ken) and Ishu Chana (living in Kenya 
at the time) – they had held it together until the support 
arrived. Other recruits included Steve Baynes, Roland 
Dunstan and Eddie Thackery. 

That was it the new members arrived to the sound of 
Virtual Sirens and a festive Board of note (including Polisie 
Koffee). The lodge was led by its first “new W.M. - WBro 
Lance Epstein from 2014 to 2017, then WBro Colin Morris 
from 2017 to 2019. 

Thereafter a handover to WBro Carl de Montille who in his 
2nd year in the chair tragically passed away.
 
As always WBro Lance stepped into the chair until a new 
W.M. could be installed and WBro Ercole Albertini was 
elected and installed – This evening at our 1000th meeting 
he will be proclaimed W.M. for the year ahead.      
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IN CONCLUSION
(WBro Professor A.N. Brown. PAGDC) 

The Covid ‘19 pandemic has nearly reached its end 
and many people could not wait for this to happen 
so that they could get back to “normal“. 

The pandemic, together with WW2 and some other 
catastrophes, have had a devastating effect on the 
lives and the livelihoods of people in every corner of the 
world in the last century. This may well still develop into 
a worldwide recession. It has also had a profound effect 
and has done great damage to the brotherhood of 
Freemasonry in general. 

To repair that damage will require a great deal of effort, 
resourcefulness, creative thinking, perseverance and 
concerted effort from every member. This will be needed 
if we are to succeed in repairing lost membership, 
attendance at meetings and general lack of enthusiasm. 
To adapt to the “new norms“ is essential and also to use 
the technology which, for communication and virtual 
meetings, has proved so useful during the lockdown.

The narrative of how Vrede Lodge was saved and rebuilt 
is a wonderful example and an inspiration of how to 
overcome adversity in what might appear to be impossible 
circumstances. 

The resolve, dedication, perseverance and a belief in 
what can be achieved if we work together for a common 
cause are the ingredients needed if we are to succeed 
and this challenge is urgent needs to be coordinated.
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From about 1990 there has been a notable the recession of 
interest in Freemasonry worldwide. This has translated into 
a steady reduction in the number of lodges with charters 
being surrendered. At the same time very few new lodges 
have been established. 

Also, the number of members of individual lodges has 
shown a notable decline so that the average membership 
is perhaps between 12 and 25. It is estimated that 
worldwide there are now only two million Masons. One 
should bear in mind that the world population has grown 
very considerably over the past 60 years which is the time 
at which Freemasonry was at its zenith. 

This has caused concerned masons to question the reasons 
for the trends that have been experienced and what 
steps should be taken to stem the decline. Also to ensure 
that younger members are attracted to the Masonic 
movement. 

Due to this decline of general membership, the Rewlatch 
Masonic Centre which had almost 20 lodges and chapters 
meeting at the venue in its halcyon days is now almost 
empty. Vrede Lodge has chosen to meet at Freemason’s 
Hall at Park Lane. When it was dedicated in 1957 Park Lane 
had taken 12 years to plan and to build, and it was at the 
heartthrob of the city. This is no longer the case some 65 
years later, and all the brethren who meet there have to 
travel considerable distances to attend meetings. 

One would hope that a bright future lies ahead for Vrede 
Lodge and its members. 
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The Lodge must ensure that it has a viable number of 
members of which the majority must be of the younger 
generation. The members must also ensure that there is 
a vibrant social programme, over and above the regular 
meetings, that should include the ladies and family 
members. In the absence of ceremonial workings to 
advance new members, a programme of real interest 
must be presented at these times, and which may well 
include other family members.

THE VREDE LODGE BANNER
 

V rede Lodge was a tenant at the Masonic Centre 
at Rewlatch, near Rosettenville, Johannesburg. 
There were a number of lodges of the English and 

Scottish constitutions that also met at that venue. 

From an early date some of the lodges that possessed a 
banner hung them as an adornment in the main meeting 
room and that stimulated most of the other lodges to 
acquire a banner of their own. 

WBro John Goudge, a Past Master of the Lodge, recalled 
that the banner had been designed for Vrede Lodge and 
he set about locating the design. Wonderful mason that 
he was, he made it his mission to have the banner made. 
Sadly, he succumbed some year’s later to “the big C”. The 
banner forms the frontispiece of this brochure.

If you examine it, you will appreciate its simplicity. 
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It is made of sky blue linen with a golden tessellated border 
at the bottom. The central emblem is a white dove with 
wings spread and a sprig of olive in its beak, these being 
recognised emblems of peace or “Vrede.”

The dove is flanked and framed between the two great 
pillars, Boaz and Jachin, with orbs of the terrestrial and 
celestial globes, pointing out masonry universal. 
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Blue is one of the most durable and beautiful colours in 
nature represented by the blue vault of heaven and is the 
appropriate colour adopted by Craft Freemasonry.

Blue is emblematic of universal beneficence and charity 
and teaches us that, in the heart of a Mason, those virtues 
should be as expansive as the blue arch of heaven. 

A pair of square and compasses, the recognised symbols 
of Freemasonry, balance the lower part of the banner. The 
Lodge name, number and date of consecration appear 
at the top of the banner.

The bottom contains the motto “PAX IN TERRA” and is 
translated as Peace on Earth. 

The banner is something that should stir the pride of all 
Vrede Lodge members.

--------------------   THANK YOU   --------------------

Vrede Lodge meets at Freemason’s Hall, 8 Parklane, Parktown, 
Johannesburg on the third Monday of October (Installation), 
March, April, June, and September.



Lord, Abide with me, fast falls the eventide
the darkness deepens, Lord with me abide,

when other helpers fail and comforts flee
Help of the helpless,

o’abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day,
Earth’s joy grow dim, its glories pass away,

Change and decay in all around I see,
O thou who changest not, abide with me.

I need thy presence every passing hour,
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, 

abide with me.

                                                                 So mote is be.  

CLOSING ODE





Happy have we met, 
Happy may we part, 

And happy meet again.

WE GREET
AND WISH 
YOU WELL


